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residence 

This tavern stands along the former 
Chambersburg-Bedford Turnpike, at 
Juniata Crossings, a heavily used east- 
west route throughout the nineteenth and 
early twentieth century. 

Scott C. Brown, 1991; Kim E. Wallace, 
1994 

The results of the study of Bedford 
County were published in 1994: Kim E. 
Wallace (ed), Bedford County and Fulton 
County, Pennsylvania: An Inventory of 
Historic Engineering and Industrial 
Sites (Washington, D.C.: National Park 
Service). The contents of the 
publication were transmitted to the 
Library of Congress as individual 
reports.  Research notes, field photos 
and copies of historic photos collected 
during the project were transmitted to 
the AIHP Collection, Special 
Collections, Stapleton Library, Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania, Indiana, PA 
15705. 
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This tavern, a three-and-one-half story building with random- 
range stone walls and a two story front porch, stands at Juniata 
Crossings, a heavily used crossing of Juniata River's Raystown 
Branch on the Chambersburg-Bedford Turnpike.  Parts of the 
eastern and western abutments and two stone piers are the only 
remnants of the covered bridge that spanned the river near the 
tavern.  The western stone abutment is barely visible, but the 
westernmost pier is slightly more intact.  About 100' towards the 
river are the more substantial remains of the central pier, 
constructed of thinly cut stones.  Rounded on one end and squared 
on the other, the remains of the pier measure approximately 10' 
high x 6' wide at the base.  Traces of the eastern abutment are 
visible on the other side of the river. 

The east-west route opened across Pennsylvania during the mid- 
eighteenth-century military campaigns had relatively few river 
crossings.  The Raystown branch of the Juniata River was the only 
major crossing between Pittsburgh and the Susquehanna River at 
Harrisburg.  A stockade overlooking the river was built in 1758 
and served briefly as a fortified shelter between Forts Littleton 
and Raystown.  The stockade was described as deteriorated by 
1763.  During periods of low water the river could be forded, but 
a ferry was maintained here at various times.  James Martin 
reportedly was one of the first ferrymen.  A traveler over the 
route in 1797 noted that a German immigrant named Thiel ran the 
ferry and a nearby tavern. 

The Juniata Crossings covered bridge was the second bridge to 
span the Juniata River at this site.  It was preceded by a chain 
bridge, but sources vary on when this was built.  At least one 
dates it to the 1758 Forbes campaign against the French at Fort 
Duquesne.  Others place it later in the eighteenth century.  The 
chain bridge was remembered in the 1884 county history as "a 
novelty, celebrated far and wide.  In place of cables, as in 
modern suspension bridges, huge chains spanned the river, and 
were fastened, on the one side to the natural rocks, and on the 
other to a stone pier."  The remains of the stone pier were once 
visible downriver (north) from the present concrete highway 
bridge, and according to local history, wagon ruts cut in the 
rock are still visible descending to the river near this site. 
The chain bridge was replaced in 1818, when the Chambersburg and 
Bedford Turnpike Company built the Juniata Crossings covered 
bridge. Hugh Dennison built the large stone tavern facing the 
road on the river's west bank in the same year. 

The covered bridge at Juniata Crossings was notable for its 
length and for having two lanes 11f-6" wide.  It was constructed 
with a central pier supporting two burr arch spans reaching a 
total of 368' across the river.  The bridge was damaged, 
according to different sources, either by an ice floe in 1884 or 
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1885 or by the flood of 1889, and the western half was rebuilt as 
a single lane.  On January 1, 1931, the state highway department 
opened a new concrete bridge about 3 00 yards north of the covered 
bridge and relocated the Lincoln Highway to pass behind the stone 
tavern called the Juniata Crossings Hotel.  The massive covered 
bridge was closed and was destroyed by floodwaters in 1936. 
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